1860- August 13 Phoebe Ann Mosey is born in Darke County, Ohio.

1865-Winter, Jacob, Annie’s father dies of pneumonia after being caught in a snow storm.

1867- Annie’s oldest sister, Mary Jane, dies of tuberculosis and the family has to move to a smaller farm because of money troubles.  Annie tries to help her family’ financial problems by setting traps in the nearby woods to catch small animals.

1868-At eight years old Annie takes the Kentucky Rifle from it’s rack over the fireplace and packs it with powder and kills a squirrel.  Annie’s mother, Susan gets upset and tells her that she can no longer use the gun.

1870- When Annie is ten years old she is sent to live at the county poor farm in Greenville Ohio.  Once there she lives with Samuel and Nancy Edington.  They then “lent her out” to a cruel family that abuses Annie emotionally and physically.  She only ever refers to them as “the wolves.”

1872- Annie runs away from “the wolves” and returns to live with the Edigtons and learns about domestics.

1875- Annie returns to live with her mother and kills and sells enough animals to pay off the mortgage on her mother’s house.

Thanksgiving-Annie participates in a shooting contest against Frank Butler in Cincinnati, Ohio and wins.

1876-August 23, Annie becomes Mrs.  Frank Butler.

1881- Frank and his partner tour with Sells Brother Circus and Annie travels with Frank.

1882-Frank gets a new partner, John Graham.  Later, Graham falls ill and Annie replaces him in the show.  Soon thereafter, Butler and Graham become Butler and Oakley.  Frank realizes Annie has more talent and he takes a supporting role as Annie’s manager and public relations agent.

1884- Annie Oakley performs in Vaudeville shows and while performing in St. Paul Minnesota, she meets Sitting Bull and receives the name Watanya Cicilla, Little Sure Shot.  After touring Vaudeville circuits, Frank and Annie joining the Sells Brothers Circus.  

Annie first uses smokeless black powder.

1885-March 9, Annie joins Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show; Sitting Bull joins later in June.

1887-March 31 Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show foes from New York to London on a steamboat The State of Nebraska.  

October-Annie quits Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show due to a conflict with another sharpshooter, Lillian Smith.

1888- April Annie joins another variety show.

1889- Lillian Smith leaves Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show and Annie Oakley rejoins and goes to Paris for the Universal Exposition.

Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show tours Europe for three years.

Spring-Annie meets Thomas Edison and asks him to create an electric gun.

1892- October 27, Annie Oakley returns to America as a superstar.

1893-December, the Butlers move to Nutley, New Jersey.

1894-Fall, Annie meets again with Thomas Edison to give him a shooting demonstration.  Thomas Edison wants to test a new invention called a kinetoscope, front runner to a movie camera.  He wants to see if can capture the smoke from Annie’s gun.

1895-Annie tours with Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show for the next several years.

1901 October, 29-The Butlers are involved in a train wreck around Lindwood, NC on the way to Danville, VA for the last performance of the season.  Two trains hit each other head on due to an error at the switching station.  It takes several hours for Annie to be rescued.  Annie’s hair turns white overnight and she quits the Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show.

1902- Annie Oakley stars in a play The Western Girl and she receives good reviews.

1903-William Randolph Hearst uses sensationalist journalism tactics and publishes false stories about Annie.  Annie files fifty-five libel suits and settles all but one.

1908- Annie’s mother dies.

1911-Annie joins the Young Buffalo Bill’s Wild West Show and performs for twenty-seven weeks.

1913-Annie Oakley retires completely from Wild West Shows.

1915- The Butlers take a road trip to visit Buffalo Bill, who is in failing health.  Annie and Frank move to Pinehurst, NC and gives women shooting lessons.

1917-Buffalo Bill dies and Annie writes a eulogy for him and it is run in several newspapers.

April-Annie offers to “raise and regiment of women” for WWI.  The Secretary of War declines and Annie raises money for the army camps instead.

1922-November 9, Annie and Frank have a terrible automobile accident which left Annie with a terrible spinal injury.

1924- The Butler’s move to Dayton Ohio.

1926-Will Rogers visits Annie and Frank

November 3, Annie dies in Greenville, Ohio from “pernicious anemia.”

November 21, Frank dies.

